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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout entitled Chapter 4 "The Gift"a\so known as Email To Irene has 
been classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The computer printout deals with matters of sex, horror, and cruelty in the description 
of a deceased woman's body being removed from the scene of death, having a 
rudimentary autopsy and finally being cremated. The language used to describe these 
events is both vivid and vicarious. There is an emphasis on the sexual characteristics 
of the dead woman which includes the description of a dildo removed from her vagina 
during the autopsy. 

The description is relayed to a woman named Irene who is watching a video recording 
of the various events. Irene has been poisoned and will shortly die. The already 
horrific descriptions of the autopsy and the cremation are given a cruel overtone with 
this knowledge about the mute Irene. 

The format of the publication as a computer printout of a chapter of a story sent over 
the Internet is a significant consideration. Computer technology allows easy 
reproduction and distribution of such material via national and international 
telecommunications networks. While the publication is ostensibly a private 
communication, its electronic medium does create a wide availability of the publication. 
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Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) as they relate to this publication. Section 14 of the NZBR 
Act does apply to this publication. However, because of the detailed descriptions of 
matters of sex, horror, and cruelty it is seen as reasonable and justifiable to restrict the 
publication to an adult audience. 
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